
Pacific Northwest

Rogue Valley AVA
Appellation is a series of interlocking mountain 
ranges and river valleys in Oregon’s southern 
extreme, on the California border. In the AVA’s 
eastern portion, heat-seeking red varietals, such 
as Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon, thrive in a 
warm, dry climate on south-facing slopes 
nearly 2,000 feet in elevation. In the heart of 
the appellation lays Oregon’s newest AVA, 
Applegate Valley. Here, vineyards range from 
1,000-1,500 feet, with Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Merlot leading the pack in a range of varietals 
that flourish. In the valley’s western portion, at 
the base of the Coast Range, the climate is cool 
and wet. Pinot Noir, Pinot Gris, Riesling and 
Gewürztraminer are just a few of the cool-
climate varieties that gain complexity in the 
long growing season here. 

Snake River Valley AVA
The newest AVA.  Covers 13 counties in Idaho and 2 
in Oregon.  On the same latitude as, but experienc-
ing larger diurnal shifts than, Umpqua Valley. 
Planted to a variety of grapes.  (Not Pictured)

Southern Oregon AVA
Home to a diverse mix of climates and terroir. In 
general, though, most vineyards in Southern Oregon 
benefit from  significantly warmer temperatures and 
a much drier climate relative to their northern 
neighbors.  Encompasses the Applegate Valley, 
Umpqua Valley and Rogue Valley AVAs as well as a 
connecting corridor of land between the latter two 

Columbia Gorge AVA
Borders the western edge of the Columbia Valley 
AVA.  Includes land across the river in Oregon, al-
though the vineyards there are less influenced by the 
Cascade Mountains and are at lower elevations than 
those on the Washington side. On the Washington 
side, vineyards are on south-facing slopes above the 
river. Those closest to the mountains are among the 
few in the state that can be dry-farmed. 

Columbia Valley AVA
See detailed pageWillamette Valley AVA

See detailed page

Red Hills Douglas 
County AVA
A sub-appellation of the Umpqua Valley AVA that 
encompasses 5,500 acres and is a single vineyard AVA 
with 220 acres planted. Relatively mild climate, with 
daytime averages of 75 degrees F during growing 
season (as opposed to regions farther south that can 
experience highs of 105 degrees F). The marine influ-
ence reaching this area also provides a wetter climate 
than the surrounding Umpqua Valley area. Thanks to 
its higher elevation, the area generally enjoys a frost-
free growing season. Dominated by iron-rich, red 
volcanic Jory soils, which were formed from ancient 
volcanic basalt and consist of silt, clay and loam soils. 

Wahluke Slope AVA
An isolated, south-facing plateau bordered in the west 
and south by the winding Columbia River, to the 
north by the Saddle Mountains and the east by the 
Hanford Reach, a vast area of scrub-land surrounding 
the nuclear facility.  Along with Red Mountain, is 
Washington’s warmest site, with heat units exceeding 
3,000 year in and year out. The desert heat and abun-
dance of water create the right conditions for large-
scale production of fine wine grapes. 

Puget Sound AVA
The common misconception about the climate of the 
Puget Sound AVA is that growers must contend 
with rainforest-like conditions. In fact, some of the 
earliest vineyards. The AVA boundaries are in part 
defined by areas receiving “60 inches or less”. annual 
precipitation, but most vineyards only see between 
30-40 inches...most of the annual rainfall occurs 
between November and April. There are but 80 
acres planted, widely scattered throughout the re-
gion, which includes mainland, island and Olympic 
peninsula sites. 

Umpqua Valley AVA
Clay loam with soil depths varying between 15 
and 20 feet, base is gravel from old riverbed.  
Umpqua Valley region consists of small moun-
tain hillsides and valleys south of the Wil-
lamette Valley, around Roseburg.  The condi-
tions of the area are likened to that of the Rus-
sian River Valley in California.  Not a simple 
open basin, but a series of valleys and undulat-
ing hills. The world-famous Umpqua River is 
the largest and most notable of the many wa-
terways in the region, particularly known for 
its fly fishing on the North Umpqua River..


