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Eger
Famous for the Bulls Blood of Eger or Egri Bikaver. Bulls 
Blood is made mostly from Kekfrankos grapes, with some 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot and Ke-
koporto. 

Tokaji-Hegyalja
Cool climate tempered by warm winds from the Great 
Plains. Average rainfall here is 550mm. Late morning mists 
from the Bodrog River roll in and then disperse in the late 
afternoon creating ideal conditions for the onset of botrytis.  
Soils here are various, loess and stony clay.  

Varietals: Most important
Furmint – 55% of plantings.  Thin-skinned and rot-prone. 

Hárslevelű – Represents 45% of total plantings.
Muskotály – Yellow Muscat. Plantings declining.
Oremus - Authorized variety since 1994.

Styles
- Traditional Method sparkling wine.
- Dry to medium dry varietal white wines 
Special Quality Wines are made from botrytis affected 
Furmint and Hárslevelű grapes:

Tokaji Szamorodni - (means “as it comes”) -
When Aszú-grapes are not picked separately, the entire 
grape clusters including botrytised parts are vinified as a 
standard white wine to give Tokaji  Szamorodni, which can 
be dry (szaraz) or sweet (edes), according to the proportion 
of non-selected Aszú-berries in the crop. Aged in cask 
allowing a development of a flor-type yeast.

Tokaji Aszú - Healthy and Aszú grapes are separated 
in the vineyard. Dry wine is made from the healthy grapes 
and the Aszú grapes are stored until December for pressing.
3 puttonyos – 60g/l
4 puttonyos – 90g/l
5 puttonyos – 120g/l
6 puttonyos – 150g/l
Tokaji Aszú Eszencia - min = 7 puttonyos.

Tokaji Esszencia or Naturesszencia -
Free-run juice from Aszu. May take decades to ferment to 4
-5%abv.  $$$.

Aszú and Szamorodni wines are matured in oak barrels 
(generally no new oak is used) for at least:
2 years - (Szamorodni)
3 (Aszú 3-6 puttonyos)
5 (Aszú Eszencia) years. 

Matraalja
Location of the Gyongyos estate of,Australian-trained 
winemaker Hugh Ryman. Produces clean, crisp Sauvignon 
Blanc and Chardonnay. Village of Nagyrede has a reputa-
tion for fresh, fruity wines, including good rosé.
White: Best from Hárslevelű, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Gris 
and Chardonnay.  Also Olaszrizling, Rizlingszilvani, Tra-
mini, Szurkebarat, Zold-veltelini, Leanyka and Muscat 
Ottonel.

Bukkalja
A sizeable district, specializing in white wines, which is 
close to Egri, in the foothills of the Bukk Mountains. 
Planted to Kekofrankos and Leanyka.


