
Central Coast South

Santa Ynez Valley AVA
Greatest concentration of wineries in Santa Barbara 
County. Bordered by the Purisima Hills and San 
Raphael Mountains to the north and the Santa 
Ynez Mountains to the south. The western section 
benefits from the moderating effects of the Pacific, 
and is dominated by Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. 
As one follows the Santa Ynez River east, the eleva-
tion rises approximately 800 feet. At this higher 
altitude, in north-south running canyons, vineyards 
experience higher diurnal temperature fluctuations 
and a warmer overall climate. 

Santa Maria Valley AVA
East-west orientation allows Pacific fog and coastal 
breezes to permeate the valley, creating a long ex-
tended growing season. Combined with low annual 
precipitation and warm.  Grapes mainly grown in 
well-drained sandy loam and clay-loam soils, on 
slopes with elevations ranging from 200-800 feet. 
Much planted to Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, with a 
large portion within its three most famous vine-
yards: Tepusquet, Sierra Madre and Bien Nacido. 

Edna Valley AVA
One of California’s longest growing seasons.  Most 
famous for its Chardonnay and Pinot Noir produc-
tion. Hilly, east-west Edna Valley, shadowed by 
volcanic mountains, is a distinct Central Coast mi-
croclimate, benefiting from black humus and clay-
rich soils, cooling Pacific winds and morning fog-
cover.

York Mountain AVA
Home to just one winery and a half dozen vineyards. 
One of California’s smallest AVAs, York Mountain 
nestles among oak trees on the eastern slopes of the 
Santa Lucia Mountains, west of the large Paso 
Robles AVA. Only seven miles from the Pacific 
Ocean, is significantly cooler and wetter than 
neighboring Paso Robles. Vineyards in the appella-
tion are situated at an average of 1,500 feet and 
benefit from low-vigor soil, steep slopes, long sun-
shine hours and cool coastal breezes. Highly-
regarded Syrah.

Paso Robles AVA
18,500 acres under vine. Aside from a small gap near 
the town of Templeton, the Santa Lucia range shel-
ters the region from the fog that cools the southern 
San Luis Obispo AVAs. Famous for its structured 
Cabernet Sauvignon and much of its acreage is 
planted with this grape. However, a group of young 
dynamic winemakers, part of the group known as 
the Rhone Rangers, is gaining attention with Syrah. 

Sta Rita Hills AVA
99%  falls within the larger Santa Ynez Valley AVA. 
Leading varietals are Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, 
with increasing amounts of Syrah. Rolling east-west 
elevations between Lompoc and Buellton benefiting 
from Pacific fog and coastal breezes.  

Arroyo Grande Valley AVA
Composed of a 16-mile-long winding valley in San 
Luis Obispo County. Benefits from a east-northeast 
orientation, allowing coastal fog and Pacific breezes 
to moderate the climate. Moderate mid-valley area, 
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir grow on sites mixing 
various slopes and soils. Above the fog line, near 
Lake Lopez, the Valley peaks at 800 feet. At its 
westernmost edge, a restored, century-old vineyard 
produces some of California’s best Zinfandel under 
the Saucelito Canyon label. 


