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McMinville Foothills AVA
Sits just west of the city of McMinnville. The primarily east-
and south-facing vineyards receive less rainfall (just 33 
inches annually, as compared to 40 inches in Eola-Amity 
Hills) than sites just 12 miles to the east. Situated on the 
more southerly facing sites take advantage of the cooling 
winds from the Van Duzer Corridor, a break in the coast 
range that allows cool Pacific Ocean air to flow through, 
thus dropping evening temperatures in the region, which 
helps to keep grape acids firm.   Soils are  uplifted marine 
sedimentary loams and silts, with alluvial overlays. These 
soils are uniquely shallow for winegrowing with low total 
available moisture.  Elevation levels range from 200 to 1,000 
feet. The Nestucca Formation, a 2,000-foot-thick bedrock 
formation that extends west of the city of McMinnville to 
the slopes of the Coast Range. Contains intrusions of marine 
basalts, which affect the region's ground water composition, 
resulting in grapes with unique flavor and development 
characteristics. 

Ribbon Ridge AVA
Contained within the larger Chehalem Mountains AVA. 
Protected by geographical features to the north, south and 
west, grape-growing hillsides are slightly warmer and drier 
when compared to the adjacent valley floors. Moderate 
climate well suited for early grape growth in the spring, 
consistent and even ripening over the summer and a long, 
full maturing season in the fall. Contains primarily sedimen-
tary soils that are younger, finer and more uniform than the 
alluvial sedimentary and volcanic soils of neighboring 
regions. These moderately deep, well-drained silty-clay 
loam soils are part of the Willakenzie soil series and are of 
low fertility and ideal for growing high-quality wine grapes. 

Yamhill-Carlton AVA
A “south-facing bowl containing a series of horseshoe-
shaped eroded hills”. Surrounds the cities of Yamhill and 
Carlton and also straddles the Yamhill and Washington 
County  border.  The AVA’s ancient sedimentary rock 
imparts aromas and flavors such as coffee, cocoa, anise, 
cedar and tobacco into wines made from grapes grown in 
the region.  Like other Willamette Valley AVAs, only those 
vineyards falling within defined elevations (in this case 
between 200 and 1,000 feet) are permitted to use the AVA 
designation. 

Chehalem Mountains AVA
Located 19 miles southwest of Portland, the new AVA is 
home to 31 wineries and 1,600 acres planted to wine grapes.  
The Chehalem Mountains are a single uplifted landmass 
with spurs, mountains and ridges such as Ribbon Ridge, 
Parrott Mountain and Bald Peak, which, at 1663 feet above 
sea level, is the highest point within the Willamette Valley. 
Pinot noir is the predominant grape variety in the Chehalem 
Mountains. 

Dundee Hills AVA
A north-south oriented ridge of hills located 28 miles south-
west of Portland and 40 miles inland from the Pacific Ocean. 
The distinct red soil which has made this portion of Ore-
gon’s Willamette Valley justly famous. The Dundee Hills, 
particularly on the eastern side, are dominated by the Jory 
Soil series, which is rich in iron, well drained and only mod-
erately fertile. These are all important factors for concentra-
tion of flavor and complexity within the developing grape. 
And the grape in these parts is Pinot Noir.

Eola-Amity Hills AVA
Located just west-northwest of Salem. Temperate climate of 
warm summers and mild winters, and 40 inches of annual 
rain, most of which falls outside of the growing season.  
Greatly influenced by its position due east of the Van Duzer 
Corridor, which provides a break in the coast range that 
allows cool Pacific Ocean air to flow through.  Soils pre-
dominantly contain volcanic basalt from ancient lava flows 
as well as marine sedimentary rocks and alluvial deposits at 
the lower elevations of the ridge. Results in a relatively 
shallow, rocky set of well-drained soils, which typically 
produce small grapes with great concentration.


