
Southern Sonoma

Bennett Valley AVA
650 acres currently planted to varietals such as 
Merlot, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Syrah, 
with lesser amounts of Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Franc, Barbera, Grenache, and Sauvignon 
Blanc. Surrounded by the Sonoma Mountain 
Range on three sides and the city of Santa Rosa 
to the north. Crane Canyon to the southwest is 
a gap between Sonoma Mountain and Taylor 
Mountain which allows the cooling coastal fog 
and breezes from the northern Pacific Coast. 

Sonoma Coast AVA
Half a million acres with roughly 7,000 acres under 
vine. Cool climate and relatively high rainfall are the 
general ecological features shared by all vineyards 
within the Sonoma Coast AVA. These factors con-
tribute to slow grape maturation, with optimum 
ripeness coinciding with the very end of the growing 
season -- ideal conditions for the challenging Pinot 
Noir variety. 

Sonoma Mountain AVA
Begins above the town of Glen Ellen at the western 
edge of the Valley of the Moon. Found here are high
-altitude, steep-sloped vineyards, with eastern expo-
sures to catch the fog-free morning sun. Powerful, 
yet elegant Cabernet Sauvignons – the appellation’s 
specialty – grow here on well-drained soils. 

Sonoma Valley AVA
Framed by the Sonoma Mountains to the west and 
the Mayacamas Mountains to the east, Valley of the 
Moon is the romantic cradle of Northern California’s 
wine industry. Sonoma Valley’s annual rainfall is 
lower than in less sheltered areas. Still, cool air does 
penetrate from the south, off San Pablo Bay at 
Carneros, and from the north, through a gap into 
the Santa Rosa Plain. Though the valley itself is 
compact, a range of growing conditions and soil 
types exist from south to north and from valley floor 
to mountainsides. 

Los Carneros AVA
Straddles the borders of the Napa and Sonoma Val-
leys.  Cool and wind-whipped, the AVA has thin soils 
and little rainfall. During the day, as the sun heats up 
the  vineyards and mountainsides of Napa Valley to 
the north, the rising hot air draws cool air and fog 
from San Pablo Bay. Right conditions for growing 
cool-climate varietals with crisp acidity and moder-
ate sugar levels. Known for  Pinot Noir, Chardon-
nays and 'Methode Champenoise' sparklers. 


