
Mendocino

Covelo 
AVA
(not pictured)
Currently only 2 
acres of land under 
vine and no wineries. 

Redwood Valley AVA
Vineyards sit about 200 feet higher than those along 
the Russian River, further downstream in Ukiah and 
Hopland. Gap in the coastal ridge which allows cool 
Pacific air currents to penetrate. Known for Cab 
Sauv, Zinfandel, Barbera and Petite Sirah. 

Dios Ranch AVA(not pictured)
The lone winery in the AVA, Vin de Tevis, has only 
six acres under vine, almost exclusively planted red 
varietals such as Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Merlot and Zinfandel. 

McDowell Valley AVA
A tiny, high-sloping bench land that sits up to 
1,000 feet above sea level. Overlooking the Russian 
River to the west, this little valley in southeastern 
Mendocino County covers only 540 acres. Slightly 
cooler than surrounding areas, creating conditions 
that are ideal for select varietals...Grenache, Syrah, 
Zinfandel,  Marsanne and Viognier. 

Mendocino AVA
Encloses Anderson Valley, Cole Ranch, McDowell 
Valley, Potter Valley, Redwood Valley, and York-
ville Highlands AVAs. Applications in progress for 
Ukiah and Sanel Valleys along the Russian River. 
Known for Zinfandel, Syrah, Alsatian whites, pres-
tige sparkling wines, and high-octane Pinot Noir.

Anderson Valley AVA
Atransverse appellation -- cutting laterally 
through the coastal range rather than lying 
between ridges -- Anderson Valley is also a 
mere 10-15 miles from the cold Pacific Ocean. 
These factors result in a wide diurnal range, 
with daily high and low temperatures diverging 
up to 40 or 50 degrees. Known for Pinot Noir, 
Gewurztraminer and Riesling and quality 
sparkling wines. 

Yorkville Highlands AVA
Yorkville Highlands' rocky soils, with high-
gravel content, differ from the loamy, clay soils 
common to neighboring appellations. These 
highly-porous soils allow for superior water 
drainage, forcing the roots of vines to dig deep 
for water. The result is low-vigor vines that 
yield concentrated fruit. Known for Sauvignon 
Blanc, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.

Mendocino Ridge AVA
These non-contiguous peaks rise from clouds 
of fog, bringing uninterrupted sunshine to 
the scattering of tiny vineyards.  nestled 
among Redwood and Douglas fir trees. Only 
vineyards above the 1,200-foot fog line in-
cluded within the appellation. Just 75 acres of 
the entire viticultural area is planted, Known 
for its distinctive Ziinfandel. 

Cole Ranch AVA
North America’s smallest appellation. This isolated 
viticultural area of less than one quarter square 
mile sits between the Russian River and Anderson 
Valley in Mendocino County. Here a mere sixty 
acres of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Riesling 
are planted on hills ranging from 1,400-1,600 feet 
in elevation.

Potter Valley AVA
Sits more than 200 feet higher than surrounding 
areas. The 1,000+ acres of vineyards here are util-
ized by producers in other, less isolated areas of the 
county. Great day-night temperature variations 
separate Potter Valley from other growing areas in 
Mendocino. Mid-day in this inland valley can be 
truly hot, but nighttime temperatures plummet. 
Known for Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, Riesling, 
Pinot Noir and, occasionally, botrytis Semillon and 
Riesling production.


