
Central Coast North

Not Pictured
Hames Valley AVA
San Bernabe AVA
Madera AVA
San Antonio Valley AVA
San Lucas AVA
Ben Lomond Mountain AVA
San Benito AVA 

Arroyo Seco AVA
Eastern and central areas dominated by Chardonnay and 
Riesling on a mix of gravelly and sandy loam soils. One of 
California’s longest growing seasons. Warm midday sun 
reflects off  “Greenfield Pebbles,” cool afternoon winds 
from Monterey Bay. Coastal range protects from the 
influence of cool Pacific winds. Zinfandel, along with 
Bordeaux and Rhone varietals flourish. 

Carmel Valley AVA
Marked by high elevations and steep slopes with well-
drained granite terraces. Less than 300 acres under vine. 
Dominated by red Bordeaux varietals. Elevations above 
1,000 feet, and are less influenced by the coastal fog and 
wind which affects the northern end of the Salinas Valley.

Chalone AVA
High in the Gabilan Mountains, straddling the borders of 
Monterey and San Benito counties. Distinctive limestone 
and decomposed granite soil and arid climate to stress the 
vines. Less than 300 acres under vine, enjoys high daytime 
summer temperatures, but low nighttime readings, preserv-
ing grape acidity and balance. 

Santa Lucia Highlands AVA
Chardonnay is the region’s gem, representing over half of 
its production,  although Pinot Noir is gaining ground. One 
of California’s longest growing seasons, vineyard coverage 
has grown to over 2,300 acres. A north-south oriented 
alluvial terrace benefits from well-drained granitic soils and 

Monterrey AVA
Encompasses the entire Salinas Valley, as well as part of 
Carmel Valley. Valley is a funnel with its mouth opening 
onto Monterey Bay. Fog rolls in between the Santa Lucia 
and Gabilan mountains . Fog cools in the morning, at 
midday cool wind sweeps through. Daytime temperatures 
rarely exceed 75 F.

Cienega Valley AVA
Western edge of San Benito County. Old Almaden plots 
have been revived -- including the 120-year-old Negrette 
vineyard. Grapes benefit from the moderate climate in the 
1,100-feet plus elevations. 

Lime Kiln AVA
Low-rain fall, soils of sandy and loam over limestone. 

Paicines AVA
Located within the larger San Benito AVA. Climate is 
distinctly warmer than the neighboring Cienega, Mt. 
Harlan and Lime Kiln AVAs, but cooler than the Central 
Valley to the east. Paicines hosts the 500+ acre Vista Verde 
Vineyard, once owned by Almaden. 

Pacheco Pass AVA
Favors everyday wines to please local consumers and tour-
ists along Highway 152. 

Santa Cruz Mountains AVA
Rugged mountains, thin soils, high land prices . Producing 
well-regarded Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon. Crosses borders of three counties (Santa Cruz, Santa 
Clara and San Mateo).  Less than 1500 acres under vine. 

San Ysidro District AVA
Sits in the larger Santa Clara Valley, has no wineries of its 
own. Built its reputation on the quality of fruit grown in the 
well-established San Ysidro and Le Mistral Vineyards. 
These vineyards, wineries in Santa Clara source Chardon-
nay, Pinot Noir and Bordeaux varietals. Maritime influences 
regulate the climate. 

Santa Clara AVA
Once home to some of California’s most celebrated wine-
industry pioneers, including Charles Lefranc and Paul 
Masson. While it’s unlikely that the county will ever again 
host a large wine industry, its important place in viticultural 
history can never be erased.

Mt. Harlan AVA 
Located in a high-altitude remote section of San Benito 
County’s Gabilan Mountains. All grow on limestone soil 
reminiscent of Burgundy. 

Livermore Valley AVA
AVA was largely based on the unique, gravel-based soils 
and the marine winds that are drawn into the valley every 
afternoon from San Francisco Bay. Strong reputation for 


